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ALBANY AQUACULTURE DEVELOPMENT ZONE 
Statement by Minister for Fisheries 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Fisheries) [9.07 am]: I rise to update the house on the progress of 
the Albany aquaculture development zone. For those who may be unfamiliar with aquaculture development zones, 
the declaration of a zone ensures that approval and management frameworks are in place for start-up and growth 
opportunities for commercial-scale aquaculture proposals. The McGowan government has invested $1.3 million 
to establish shellfish aquaculture development zone locations along the south coast. Last month in Albany I was 
able to declare the Oyster Harbour zone open for expressions of interest. The Oyster Harbour declaration is the 
first stage of a two-stage process, involving a 500-hectare area. Additional areas in Princess Royal Harbour and 
King George Sound will follow. 

The Albany aquaculture development zone, when fully declared, will consist of 1 000 hectares of investment-ready 
shellfish water. It may come as some surprise to members in this place that the Albany aquaculture development 
zone will be the largest single zone dedicated to marine shellfish farming in Australia, if not the world. 

The SPEAKER: Hear, hear! 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: As part of the declaration of the Oyster Harbour zone, and in preparation for the remaining 
areas of the Albany aquaculture development zone, I have instructed the Department of Primary Industries and 
Regional Development to further consult with commercial fishers via the Western Australian Fishing Industry 
Council to ensure the orderly development of the zone. When the south coast zones are all operational, the shellfish 
farming activity is expected to create more than 200 direct jobs in Albany and generate revenue of up to $60 million 
per annum. Western Australia’s aquaculture is essential to growing the state’s food industries and creating new jobs 
in WA as part of the McGowan government’s $5.5 billion WA recovery plan. That is why when I was in Albany 
I was able to announce a further $700 000 in funding from the McGowan government for additional infrastructure 
for the Albany shellfish hatchery. The $700 000 in additional infrastructure will include a greenhouse to increase 
microalgae production to feed young oysters and a new nursery to allow part of the production cycle to be located 
outside the existing hatchery, freeing up space to increase spat production inside. In the next 12 months the Albany 
shellfish hatchery expansion will deliver up to 15 local contracting jobs. In total, shellfish aquaculture in 
Western Australia is estimated to create 1 200 new jobs across the state and, in particular, support new opportunities 
to diversify regional economies.  
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